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No Teacher Preparation!! 
 

What is the #1 Educational Benefit of the News Bowl? 
Develop lifelong learners! 

 

News Brain Challenge Nitty-Gritty 
 

When does the News Brain Challenge take place? 
The News Brain Challenge is a test taken in your school on a day of your choice covering a two-week testing period at the 
end of and the beginning of each month.   
 
Test session dates are as follows: September 27 – October 8 | October 25 – November 5 |  
November 22 – December 3 | December 15 – December 23 | January 24 – February 4 | February 21 – March 4 | March 
28 – April 8 | April 25 – May 6. 
 
How many students make up a team? 
A team is made up of 2-5 students. Each team selects a keyboard captain to enter answers. 
 
How many teams from your school may test each month? 
A teacher signs up a grade level in a school, therefore; the teacher may have as many teams as desired to take the News 
Brain Challenge test. Each team score will be automatically stored on the News Bowl server. Following each testing, the 
team will get a report card that is to be printed by the teacher for their records.  
 
(Example:  If the team Brain Busters tested, the teacher should write down the student names on the report card. News 
Bowl will never see the students’ name, only the team name will be used by News Bowl for rankings.) 
 
Do lower grades compete against upper grades? 
No! Each grade level has its own division. If a team has mixed grades, they must enter the grade level of the oldest 
student. 
 
How long will it take for a team to complete the News Brain Challenge? 
The Online Challenge consists of 50-multiple choice questions. The estimated completion time is 30 minutes or less. 
 
Does News Bowl rank scores nationally and by state? 
Yes, News Bowl will post all team scores in each grade division from each News Brain Challenge event in ranking order. 
The listings will be posted on the News Bowl website in real time. We will not list student names, only team names, 
school, city, and state. Real time scoring means top scores immediately show up on the website. 
 
What awards are available to students? 
Certificates are available to the top scoring teams in each division, as well as student participation certificates. 
 

 Why Students Should Pay Attention To News!!! 
Research shows that Americans who keep up with national and world news are much more likely to 

become better citizens. People who are in touch with current events are more likely to become 
voters and exhibit other signs of positive citizenship. People who follow current events are more 

likely to feel better about the United States than those who ignore the news. 
 

News Brain Online Challenge Mission Statement 
To provide teachers with an educational event that enhances the current events education of 

students. The News Brain Online Challenge uses the motivation of a news achievement contest to 
enhance lifelong learning and citizenship skills for elementary and middle school students. 
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• Cooperative learning as topic specialists. 

 
How does the News Brain fit the high ability learner? 
News Brain is a cooperative learning activity/challenge that requires teamwork and independent research study.  As a 
team member, the student they must be a leader as well as a follower.  Students will be interacting with peers who have 
the same goals as they do, a highly developed curious interest in the news of the day.  News Brain promotes lifelong 
learning, civics, geography and helps develop an advanced vocabulary. The students will utilize high level critical thinking, 
prioritizing news events and maximize their memory skills. Teachers have reported that SAT tests scores have gone up 
for students involved in the News Brain. 
 
What should students do to prepare for the News Brain Challenge? 

• Daily study skill journaling of news events. 
• Discuss the news with teachers and family. 

 
What study methods are used to prepare and review for the News Brain Challenge? 
The News Brain Challenge is a student centered activity. There is no teacher preparation required. News Bowl suggests 
that students work as “topic specialists.” As the months pass, the students will be motivated to follow the news in order to 
better previous News Brain Challenge scores. Parents will praise the activity for motivating the students. This is a great 
educational opportunity to develop lifelong learners. 
 
What topics of current events questions will be on the News Brain Challenge? 
Questions 1-10 will cover World and National News, questions 11-20 People News, questions 21-30 Geography, 
questions 31-40 Arts/Entertainment and Sports News, questions 41-50 Mr. News Owl’s Top Ten (any category). 
 
Do teams have to test every month? 
No, the News Brain Challenge is very flexible. Teams, team names, team members may change from month to month.  
Scores do not aggregate, so if you miss a month there is no loss.  
 
Schools do not have to test in every month, but once you are entered in the News Brain Challenge, you may test each 
month. It is a school decision how many teams you test and how often you test. The main rule is that a student may test 
only once per month. 
 
When will the school contact person receive the News Brain Challenge passcode? 
After you sign up, the teacher will receive a News Brain Challenge test code in a window envelope letter arriving with a 
First Class Stamp. At test time, teams will enter their fun team name and their grade level. 
 
Can our GATE, Language Arts and Social Studies coordinators administer a  
district-wide contest? 
Yes! This is very easy to do.  News Bowl offers coordinators special district-wide pricing that allows all schools to 
participate.  You will receive a code for each school and place one person in charge of testing at each school. At the end 
of each Monthly News Brain Challenge, the school coordinator will e-mail scores to the district office. News Bowl 
encourages the district office to give fun prizes to the top scoring teams each month. Call the News Bowl office for district-
wide pricing at (402) 944-7300. 
 
What supplements come to the teacher when they enter the News Brain Challenge? 
When a teacher enters a grade in the News Brain Challenge, the website offers: certificates, monthly testing, real-time 
listing of top scores (state and national), and a demo test to practice. 
 
 

What are the benchmark score goals for each grade level? 
 

Teachers should reward a team with a fun prize if they get these scores: 
Third & Fourth grade – 15 correct out of 50 

Fifth & Sixth grade - 20 correct out of 50 

Seventh, & Eighth grade - 25 correct out of 50 

High School – 30 correct out of 50

 




